
SOC: 240 Social Deviance 
Spring/Fall ____, _________ College 

Sarah Hanks                         Sociology 240-00 (#0000) 
Email: 000000@00000.com                                                             0:00 - 0:00 MTuWTh 
Office hours by appointment                                        Building 100 

Course Description:  
!Analysis of the manner in which societies come to define certain behaviors as deviant. Particular 
attention will be paid to the social and cultural processes attendant in modern America upon such 
problems as social disorganization and conflict, civil disorder and violence, crime, mental illness, 
suicide, addiction, and sexual deviance. Selected theories of deviance will be critically examined. 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will develop [1] thorough knowledge of the core literature and debates that make up the 
discipline of criminology, [2] an understanding of the key components of criminological theory 
and the ability to apply theory to specific contexts, and [3] he ability to make reasoned and 
informed judgment on issues relating to crime and punishment.  

Accessibility Services:  
Qualified students with disabilities will be provided reasonable academic accommodations if 
determined eligible by the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS).  Prior to granting disability 
accommodations in this course, the instructor must receive written verification of a student’s 
eligibility from the OAS which is located at ________ (000-000-0000).  It is the student’s 
responsibility to initiate contact with the office and to follow the established procedures for 
having the accommodation notice sent to the instructor. 

Statement of the College Policy on Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else‘s ideas, words, or artistic, scientific, or technical 
work as one‘s own creation.  Using the ideas or work of another is permissible only when the 
original author is identified.  Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations require 
citations to the original source.  Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of 
dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism.  It is the 
student‘s responsibility to recognize the difference between statements that are common 
knowledge (which do not require documentation) and restatements of the ideas of others.  
Paraphrase, summary, and direct quotation are acceptable forms of restatement, as long as the 
source is cited.  Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to 
consult with their instructors.  The Library has free guides designed to help students with 
problems of documentation. 

Course Policies: 
1. All phones and mobile communication devices should have their volume turned off. 



2. Students are permitted to use computers during class for note-taking and other class-related 
work only.  If used for work not related to that class the student must leave for the remainder 
of the class period.   

3. Do not ask for a copy of my notes.  It is your responsibility to make up missed work.  I 
suggest exchanging email addresses and making photocopies of your notes before lending 
them to a peer.   

4. I will not give a grade of incomplete for this course. 
5. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade.  
6. Work will not be accepted via email. 
7. Please be judicious when emailing.  Unnecessary emails impede response to the more critical/

time sensitive.  
8. I encourage your active participation in class discussions. Each of us may have strongly 

differing opinions on the various topics.  The orderly questioning of the ideas of others, 
including mine, is welcome. However, I will exercise my responsibility to manage discussion 
so that dialogue can proceed in an orderly fashion.  

Course Requirements:  
Midterm   30%    Participation Journal  30% 
Final    30%   Oral Presentation  10% 

Midterm: Will be during the usual class hour on the scheduled date.  Questions will be a 
combination of multiple choice, matching, and short answer.  Exam content will include the 
course readings, lectures, media, and class discussions.  
Final: The time and date of the will be announced once determined by the college.  Like the 
midterm, questions will be a combination of multiple choice, matching, and short answer.  Exam 
content will include the course readings, lectures, media, and class discussions. The final will not 
be cumulative. 
Participation Journal: Students will write five 2 - 3 page journal entries connecting a current 
event or media to an aspect of deviance discussed in class.  Journals will be turned in on May 
3rd.  A handout with further information will be distributed in class.  
Oral Presentation: During the last two weeks of class, students will give a short, casual / informal 
presentation of one of their journal entries to the class.  Details will be included on the journal 
handout.  

Course grade will be based on the grading scale: 
A 93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69        F       0-59   
A- 90-92  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 63-66  
   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62 

Make Ups and Late Work Policy:  
A written statement must be given in advance or documentation of emergency subsequent to 
missed work.  Late assignments will be penalized 10 points per course day.  The instructor 



reserves the right to refuse rescheduling an exam or accepting a late work if she feels it is not 
warranted.   

Attendance:  
Students are expected to attend every class and remain for the duration of the session. Attendance 
will be taken daily.  While attendance will not be a formal percentage of your overall course 
grade, attendance during oral presentations will be a component of your presentation grade.   

Tardiness: 
Because tardiness is disruptive, if you are over 15 minutes late do not attend class.  Absence or 
arriving late does not relieve a student of any course requirement and may affect your grade.  

Extra Credit / Bonus:  
If you are within short distance from a higher grade, attendance will be considered at the 
discretion of the instructor.  

Course Resources:  
• Inderbitzin, Michelle, Kristin A. Bates, Randy Gainey.  2015.  Perspectives on Deviance and 

Social Control. ISBN: 978-1-4522-8885-7.  [listed on the schedule as PoDaSC]  A copy of the 
text is on reserve at the Library.   

• Additional articles can be found on the course Blackboard site.  

Course Schedule:  
Subject to revision.  Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class.  
Date Topic Readings

Introduction to Course Syllabus
Defining Deviance PoDaSC, Chapter 1, 1 - 17 

PoDaSC, Chapter 2, 19 - 36
Anomie & Strain PoDaSC, Chapter 4, 61 - 78
Social Disorganization PoDaSC, Chapter 5, 79 - 95 
Differential Association 
/ Social Learning

PoDaSC, Chapter 6, 97 - 113 
Anderson, Code of the Streets

Control Theory PoDaSC, Chapter 7, 115 - 136
Labeling Theory PoDaSC, Chapter 8, 137 - 154 

Becker, Labeling Theory: Outsiders
Conflict Theory PoDaSC, Chapter 9, 155 - 177
Moral Panic Theory McRobbie and Thornton, Rethinking Moral Panic for Multi-

Mediated Social Worlds
Critical & Cultural PoDaSC, Chapter 10, 179 - 198 

Ferrell, Cultural Criminology
Review
Exam 1



Subcultures TBA 

Deviant Bodies: 
Performative 

Butler, Bodily Inscriptions, Performative Subversions 
TBA 

Deviant Bodies: 
Evaluating / Policing 

Chananie-Hill et al, Deviant or Normal? Female Bodybuilders’ 
Accounts of Social Reactions 
Quereshi, Displaying Sara Baartman, the ‘Hottentot Venus”

Sex: Defined Larcombe, The ‘Ideal’ Victim v. Successful Rape Complainants: 
Not What You Might Expect 
Jones et al, Teenage Pregnancy in Developed Countries: 
Determinants and Policy Implications 
Traister, Why Sex That’s Consensual Can Still Be Bad.  And 
Why We’re Not Talking About It.

Sex: ‘Uncommon’ and 
Sex Work

Johnson & Marks, Common vs. Uncommon Sexual Acts: 
Evidence for the Sexual Double Standard 
Weitzer, Sociology of Sex Work

Body Modification Vail, Tattoos are Like Potato Chips...You Can’t Have Just One: 
The Process of Becoming a Collector 
Pitts, Visibly Queer

Mental Health and 
Medicalization

Clinard & Meier, Mental Disorders 
Malone, You’re 16.  You're a Pedophile. You Don’t Want to Hurt 
Anyone. What do you do now?

Drugs Levine, The Epidemic of Marijuana Possession Arrests  
TBA 

Gangs Brotherton, Beyond Social Reproduction: Bringing Resistance 
Back Into Gang Theory

Social Movements Shepard, The Use of Joyfulness as a Community as Organizing 
Strategy 
King, The First 7-inch was Better: How I Became an ex-Punk

TBA
TBA
In Class Presentations
In Class Presentations
In Class Presentations
Review

Date Topic Readings


