
Research Assignment                                                     Sociology 101: Introduction to Sociology 

Objectives: Students will research a sociological topic and prepare a short annotated bibliography.  In doing so, 
students will meaningfully engage the course material, apply sociological theory, and gain an understanding of 
the field. In addition, students will become acquainted with electronic sources available through the library.

Description: 
1. Choose a sociological topic. For example: gender in social movements, youth attitudes towards religion, race 

in television commercials.  If you are having difficulty, I recommend searching for something you are 
interested in, like “football,” and skim the results. If there are too few results, you might broaden your topic, 
such as “sports.” If there are too many, you might add another term like “television.” You may also try 
different terms with the same meaning. For example, if “TV” does not produce results, try “television.”

2. Find 4 full text, peer reviewed articles about your topic. You will search through library databases to find 
four articles addressing your topic. These articles must be available in full text and from a peer reviewed 
journal. The list of available databases can be found on the library website by selecting the “Find Databases” 
option under “Quick Links” on the right side of the page. In class we will review Academic Search Complete, 
JSTOR, and SocIndex with Full Text.

3. Review the abstracts of the 4 articles.  Choose 2 that are more interesting / relevant and 2 that are not.  

4. For the 2 less interesting, write the article citation and a sentence or two summarizing the abstract.  
For example: 

St John, Graham 2008. Protestival: Global Days of Action and Carnivalized Politics in the Present.Social 
Movement Studies.7(2):167-190

St John examines the ʻprotestival,ʼ or protest and carnival, as a cultural combination of politics and 
pleasure resulting from post 1960s anti globalization movements. He uses semiotics to unpack the 
interplay between method and content in the spectacle.

5. For the 2 more interesting, read the entire article.  Write the article citation and an annotated 
bibliography.  An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that includes an annotation, or a summary and 
evaluation, after each source. For the purposes of this course the annotation should include:

•a summary of the article
•an evaluation of the article (Is it useful? Was it bias?) 
•your reason for choosing this article

For example:

Battle, Ken. 2007. “Child poverty: The evolution and impact of child benefits.” Pp. 21-44 in A Question of 
Commitment: Children's Rights in Canada, edited by K. Covell and R. B. Howe. Waterloo, ON: Wilfrid Laurier 
University Press.

Ken Battle draws on his research as an extensively-published policy analyst, and a close study of some 
government documents, to explain child benefits in Canada. He outlines some fundamental assumptions 
supporting the belief that all society members should contribute to the upbringing of children. Drawing on 
data from... His comparison of... However, Battle relies too heavily on his own work; he is the sole or 
primary author of almost half the sources ...Battle does offer a valuable source for this essay, because the 
chapter provides a concise overview of government-funded assistance currently available to parents. This 
offers context for analyzing the scope and financial reality of child poverty in Canada.

This assignment is due on March 23rd and is worth 25% of your final grade in the course.


