
Soundtrack to the Class Journal                                                           Due: 

The purpose of the soundtrack journal is to encourage students to think critically about 
deviance and apply course material (readings, class discussion, lecture) outside of the 
class room.  This assignment will require the student revisiting the content for each day 
of class, ideally serving as a form of preparation for the final.

Students will write a journal entry for each course date corresponding with the topic 
covered, resulting in a total of 19 journals.  Students will connect a song, current event 
or other piece of media to an aspect of deviance.  Entries should be analytical and 
critical, demonstrating an understanding of concepts from the class by applying them to 
the chosen event or media.  These are NOT opinion papers. 

Journal entries need to be a minimum of 2 pages, include basic bibliographic 
information,* and reason for choosing.  

* for a song: name of song, artist, lyrics, year released/performed
* for a film: name of film and link to the IMDB page
* for a tv episode: the title of the episode and the IMDB page link
* for a podcast or radio: station / podcast, episode title, number, and date

Journal entries need to be well-written (use spell check), typed, in black ink, double 
spaced, and in a single 10 - 12 point font (Arial, Times New Roman). Begin each entry 
on a new page and bind the journal in a folder or small binder (these will be returned). 
The student should include their name on every page in case pages become loose.
I will collect journals on _________. ONLY HARD COPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED - 
JOURNALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL. 
Journals grades will be dependent upon: 

• quality of writing
• formatting requirements are met
• demonstration of effort and thought

• the 19 completed entries being 
turned in on time

• understanding and illustration of 
course concepts

00/00/17              Student Name
Topic: Race II

Kendrick Lamar’s Grammy performance of “Blacker the Berry / Alright” 
can illuminate the course terms: racism, prejudice, stereotypes, white 
privilege, as well as a critique of the criminal justice system.  The 
performance opens with Lamar entering the stage dressed as a prisoner 
chained to other black men dressed as prisoners.  There are 
prison cells to each side and a mournful horn instrumental in the 
background.  The chains and style of music connects slavery to our 
current criminal justice system.  The performed version of “Blacker the 
Berry” begins with his line “I’m the biggest hypocrite of 2015”.  He 
identifies himself as “I’’m African-American, I’m African …


