
Zine Writing Assignment: 
What is a zine?  
Derived from the word magazine, a zine is a DIY (do it yourself) form of publication, typically focused on 
specific content and circulated within a community.  While associated with more non mainstream or political 
subcultures, zines have been written about an array of topics, including favorite bands, personal stories, and 
‘how-to’ guides.  The most essential quality of a zine is the DIY ethic, that anyone can (and perhaps should) 
express themselves without monetary or technical limitations.  Historically associated with ‘low’ culture, zines 
are increasingly recognized as an important topic of inquiry.  Both Barnard and Brooklyn College now have 
zine libraries on campus and Alison Piepmeier’s Girl Zines: Making Media, Doing Feminism was published by 
NYU Press in 2009.  Examples of zines will be available in class.  For more information and examples:

http://www.zinebook.com
http://zines.barnard.edu/
http://brooklyncollegezines.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

Assignment
Goals: The objective of this assignment is for students to meaningfully engage the course material, allow space 
for creativity and critical thought, emphasize the importance of the writing process, foster a sense of community 
between students, and provide a tangible result for students at the end of the semester.

1. Choose a sociological term and theme.  DUE OCTOBER 16th
Students will choose a sociological term from the course material and apply it to one of three themes:

1. The transition from high school to college
2. A specific piece of popular culture or media, such as a movie, a song, or a book
3. Social movements, protest, and/or Occupy Wall Street

For example, a paper might
- use ‘dramaturgy’ to think about the different roles and stages of being a freshman in college
- apply ‘postmodern theory’ to the television show The Family Guy
- discuss whether or not you believe the Occupy Wall Street movement is ‘deviant’ 

2. Write a two page rough draft in the zine format, followed by peer review.  DUE OCTOBER 30th
Students will write a two page paper as 4 half pages.
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The content of the paper should be focused on how their chosen term relates to their theme.  At the same time, 
students should take this as an opportunity for creativity.  The change in the physical landscape of the paper 
opens some space for images, cut and paste, or whatever style a student feels would contribute to the content.  
Note: the paper must remain legible to be graded.  
Students will then break into designated groups of 6-7 students.  Ultimately, the single papers of the group 
members will be compiled together to form a zine.  Students will bring three copies of their rough draft for 
structured peer review and discussion.  While reviewing one another’s work, students should also consider 
titling their zine, the cover, and interior flaps.    
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3. Finalize group work. DUE NOVEMBER 15th
Students will have half a class period to discuss and finalize the collaborative portions of the zine.  

4. Zines turned in.  DUE NOVEMBER 20th
Each group will turn in a single, completed zine.  A stapler will be provided. 

Grade:
The zine writing assignment is worth 30% of the final grade.  
Individual work 
 On topic   10%
 Creativity, effort, timely 10%
Group work and peer review  10%

Total     30%


